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BEWDLEY 


Printed  and  Published  by  G.  Gill  Mark, 


TO  THE 


tfc Wn  Council  8 BeWdley. 


January  12th,  1898. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1897,  there  were  43  Deaths 
Death  Rate  registered  in  the  Borough. 

The  death  rate  is  thus  14.95  per  1000  per  annum. 
This  is  a much  smaller  deathrate  than  that  of  last  year 
which  was  18.43.  As  will  be  seen  from  Table  A;  15  of 
these  deaths  were  over  65  years  of  age,  and  I should  like 
to  point  out  also  that  10  of  these  15  were  over  75, 

The  Infantile  Mortality  is  125,  which  is  the 
lowest  since  1893.  This  is  made  up  to  a large  extent 
of  very  young  children,  9 of  the  1 1 children  dying  being 
under  3 months  of  age. 

Birth  Rate  There  were  88  births  registered  during  the  year, 

the  birth  rate  being  30.59  which  is  larger  than  last  year. 

Zymotic  There  was  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified, 

Disease  (over  5 years)  and  two  cases  of  Erysipelas  (over  5). 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  during  the 
Summer  and  Autumn,  and  there  were  two  deaths  from 
Measles,  and  one  from  Whooping  Cough. 

During  the  epidemic  of  Measles,  a notice  was 
issued  instructing  parents  as  to  the  best  means  of  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  this  disease,  and  but  for  this,  and 
the  fact  that  this  epidemic  occurred  in  the  warm  weather, 
the  deaths  from  this  cause  would  probably  have  been  still 
more,  as  the  death  rate  from  Measles  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  all  the  Zymotic  diseases. 

Drainage,  etc.  During  the  year  many  improvements  have  been 

made  in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  the  Borough. 

Three  large  brick  sewers  have  been  removed, 
and  replaced  by  suitable  sanitary  pipes  : viz.  2 in  High 
Street,  and  one  in  Dowles  Road,  and  many  of  the  street 
drains  have  been  re-trapped  in  consequence  of  the 
defective  condition  of  the  old  traps. 
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Water 


In  accordance  with  my  suggestions.  Ventilation 
shafts  were  ordered  by  the  Council  to  be  placed  in  con- 
nection with  the  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  and 
three  of  these  have  been  completed,  and  will  undoubtedly 
prove  a great  benefit. 

In  my  Quarterly  report  for  September,  I re- 
commended to  the  Council  that  the  scavenging  and 
disposal  of  excrement  would  be  carried  out  in  a far  more 
satisfactory  manner  if  they  would  purchase  a horse  and 
cart  for  this  purpose,  and  take  the  question  under  their 
own  immediate  supervision.  Unfortunately  the  Council 
could  not  see  its  way  to  adopt  this  suggestion,  but  instead 
made  arrangements  for  a double  system,  which  will 
possibly  result  in  this  important  subject  being  attended  to 
more  efficiently.  In  my  report  for  last  year,  I pointed 
out  that  no  scheme  for  the  disposal  of  Sewage  could 
be  considered  satisfactory  which  did  not  deal  with  the 
whole  question. 

From  many  causes,  the  Council  has  not  been 
able  yet  to  do  this,  and  I can  only  repeat  my  former 
opinion,  with  the  hope  that  before  long  the  Council  may 
be  able  to  adopt  some  satisfactory  course  with  this  end  in 
view,  and  especially  of  dealing  with  the  main  sewers, 
which  have  fallen  into  a very  bad  state  of  repair.  This 
is  all  the  more  desirable,  inasmuch  as  it  would  prevent 
the  pollution  of  the  River  which  at  present  exists  almost 
entirely  from  the  irregular  emptying  of  congested  sewers 
into  it,  and  which  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
expressed  its  intention  to  stop. 

When  I presented  my  last  Annual  Report,  I was 
able  to  say  that  a scheme  was  under  consideration  to 
obtain  a vrater  supply  for  the  Borough  from  the  well  in 
Dog  Lane. 

This  scheme  was  eventually  adopted  by  the 
Council,  and  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Roard  for  permission  to  borrow  money  to  carry  it 
out.  The  Board,  however  not  only  refused  to  allow  this, 
but  also  condemned  the  Dog  Lane  scheme,  as  being  not 
fitted  from  its  position  and  surroundings  to  form  the 
water  supply  of  the  Borough. 

With  a view  to  persuade  the  Board  to  alter  this 
decision,  the  Council  requested  Mr.  Berrington,  C.E.,  of 
Wolverhampton,  and  myself  to  again  obtain  samples  of 
water  from  the  bore-hole,  and  to  submit  them  to  in- 
dependent analysis. 
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Housing- 
of  Working 
Classes  Acts 


This  was  done,  and  two  samples  were  carefully 
obtained  (special  care  being  observed  that  the  water  was 
taken  direct  from  the  bore-hole,  and  in  such  a manner 
that  contamination  from  any  outside  source  whatever  was 
quite  impossible)  and  these  were  submitted  respectively 
to  the  examination  of  Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  County  Analyst 
for  Warwickshire,  and  Dr.  Frankland,  of  London,  two  of 
the  most  eminent  authorities  on  Water  analysis,  and  it  is 
evident  from  their  reports,  that  although  the  water  at  the 
present  time  is  of  a fairly  satisfactory  character  which  is 
due  to  the  free  oxidation  of  sewage  products  in  it,  in 
the  event  of  this  oxidation  failing  as  it  probably  would  if 
the  demand  became  greater,  the  water  would  become 
dangerous,  and  entirely  unfitted  for  the  purpose. 

It  is  a matter  of  deep  regret  to  me,  as  it  must  be 
also  to  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  that  this  scheme 
which  at  first  promised  so  well,  should  have  been  found 
useless,  but  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough, 
I conceive  it  my  duty  to  say  that  in  face  of  the  reports  of 
the  Analysts,  following  the  condemnation  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to 
advise  the  Council  to  persist  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
water  supply  from  this  source. 

I can  only  again  repeat  the  statement  of  last 
year  that  it  will  be  an  incalculable  benefit  to  the  town,  if 
some  other  supply  of  water  can  be  found  (especially  as 
during  the  year  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  close  a 
public  well  in  Welch  Gate,  on  account  of  the  impurity  of 
the  water). 

In  my  opinion,  this  is  not  a thing  that  the 
Council  need  despair  of  doing,  and  I can  only  further 
suggest  that  its  energies  must  now  be  directed  to  another 
place  with  this  object  in  view. 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts, 
1 can  report  that  many  improvements  have  again  taken 
place  with  regard  to  the  Dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough. 
Two  new  houses  have  been  erected  ; three  houses  rebuilt 
on  old  foundations,  five  houses  closed  on  account  of  their 
delapidated  condition.  Thirty  have  been  made  fit  for 
habitation,  and  many  others  dealt  with  in  minor  ways  in  the 
course  of  the  systematic  inspection  which  is  regularly 
carried  on.  Onecase  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with. 

The  Borough  is  kept  in  as  sanitary  a condition 
as  possible, disinfectants  being  freely  used  where  necessary. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  remind  the  Council  that 
Dr.  Theodore  Thomson,  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  paid  a visit  to  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  You  have  had  his  report  before 
you. 

With  regard  to  the  other  parts  of  his  report, 
(besides  Drainage  and  Water, which  I have  already  spoken 
of),  most  of  the  defects  he  pointed  out  were  already  under 
consideration,  and  while  admitting  that  his  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  houses  and  streets  were 
justified,  and  also  that  the  Council  might  make  a great 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  streets  by  attending 
to  the  repairs  of  the  pavements,  channelling,  etc,,  it,  I 
think,  must  also  be  considered  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  (in  the  absence  of  a water 
supply  and  proper  sewage  system),  to  remedy  these 
defects  at  one  stroke  by  an}’  drastic  measure  without,  as 
I said  in  one  of  my  quarterly  reports,  causing  great 
distress  among  the  inhabitants,  rendering  many  people 
homeless,  and  utterly  ruining  many  of  the  smaller  owners 
of  property. 

At  the  same  time,  while  not  recommending  any 
sudden  demolition  of  property,  the  Council  should  in  my 
opinion  take  all  steps  necessary  to  enforce  the  improvement 
of  these  dwellings  as  occasion  arises  on  the  recommend- 
ation of  their  Medical  Officer. 

Systematic  Regularly  carried  out  by  Mr.  Humpherson  and 

Inspection  myself. 

House  Accom-  Many  of  the  houses  are  very  old,  and  are 

modation  mentioned  above. 


Doctor 

Thomson’s 

Report 


Overcrowding 

Drainage 
Water  Supply 

Scavenging 

Burial 

Grounds 


One  Case  has  been  dealt  with. 
See  above. 

A new  system  has  been  adopted. 
Satisfactory. 


Canal  Boats  Inspected  regularly. 

Bakehouses  Inspected  regularly,  and  are  in  a satisfactory 

condition. 


Slaughter 

Houses 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
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Common 
Lodging 
Houses 
and  Tenement 
Lodging 
Houses 

Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds and 
Milkshops 

Offensive 

Trades 


None. 


In  a satisfactory  condition. 


None. 


Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs 
Acts 

Food  unfit  for 
Human 
Consumption 


No  case. 


Bye  -laws 


Duly  observed. 


River 

Pollution 


Still  in  the  same  condition. 


Industries 


Agriculture,  Horn  Manufacture,  Brassfounding, 
Basket  Making,  Carpet  Making  and  Wool  Spinning, 
(Kidderminster).  Rope  Making  and  Tanning. 


Vans  & Tents  None  except  at  Fair  time,  when  they  were 

inspected. 


Fruit  and  Generally  composed  of  residents. 

Pea  Pickers 


Factories  and  Regularly  inspected. 

Workshops 


Special  None. 

Reports 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

TREVOR  WEBSTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  B. 

TABLiE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious 
Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during 
the  year  1897,  in  the  Bewdley  Urban  District ; classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  C . 

URBAN"  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BEWDLEY. 

Area  in  Acres,  2070.  Population  1881,  3088.  Population,  1891,  2876.  Decrease,  1881-91,  212. 

Estimated  Population  1897,  2876. 
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Birth  Rate,  30.59.  Death  Rate,  14.95.  Zymotic  Death  Rate.  1.04  Inf.  Mortal.,  125.  Phthisis 
Death  Rate," 0.69.  Resp.  Death  Rate,  2.08.  Measles  Death  Rate,  0.69.  Whooping  Cough  Death 
Rate,  0.34.  Smallpox  Death  Rate,  Nil.  Scarlatina  Death  Rate,  Nil.  Diphtheria  Death  Rate.  Nil. 
Fever  Death  Rate,  Nil.  Diarrhoea  Death  Rate,  Nil.  Cancer  Death  Rate,  Nil. 
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